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The aim of the present study was to identify the barriers to research activities among male and

female students in the second cycle of secondary school in East Azarbaijan Province. Using
a scientific phenomenological approach, 16 students were selected through purposeful sam-
pling and participated in semi-structured interviews. Data analysis was conducted manually us-
ing Smith's three-stage model. To evaluate the qualitative data, strategies such as peer review,
allocating sufficient time for data collection, continuous engagement in the research process, and
researcher triangulation were employed. The findings included three main themes: "Barriers in
the Dimension of Thinking and Knowledge," "Barriers in the Dimension of Attitude and Moti-
vation," and "Barriers in the Dimension of Behavior and Action," along with several sub-themes,
all of which were extracted along with relevant quotes. The results revealed that the curriculum
itself, as well as the lack of skills and motivation among teachers, are major barriers to student
research activities. Students also have a lack of knowledge and information. Additionally, the
overwhelming pressure of the entrance exam (Konkur) and its exclusive role in determining
success are key reasons behind students' reluctance to engage in research activities. The lack of
designated time for research training in school curricula can be considered a form of a hollow
curriculum. It is recommended that the development of educational books on student research
activities be supported and these books be made available to students. The Ministry of Education
should prioritize genuine financial and moral support for student research programs and festivals.
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