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Cultivating creative writing as an aesthetically motivated activity—shaped through
mutual understanding and shared experiences between the writer and the reader—requires
an appropriate educational context that is relatively free from rigid formal structures. Such
a context provides opportunities for the emergence and development of students’ creative
talents and capabilities. A review of previous research indicates that comprehensive
criteria and indicators for assessing the quality of creative writing have not yet been
adequately developed. Accordingly, the present study aimed to propose a system of
indicators for assessing students’ creative writing. To achieve this aim, a grounded the-
ory method was employed, drawing specifically on Kathy Charmaz’s constructivist
approach at the level of conceptual ordering. Data were collected through semi-structured
interviews with 18 successful composition teachers, selected using purposive sampling.
Data analysis was conducted through initial and focused coding, resulting in the
identification of 80 indicators, which were subsequently organized into 11 criteria:
imagination, setting construction, personalization, fluency, flexibility, elaboration, writing
authenticity, use of literary devices, writing design, text organization, and writing appeal. The
credibility of the findings was established through expert review by three specialists in the
fields of creativity and writing, as well as through a member-checking strategy. Given the
comprehensiveness of the developed indicator system, it can serve as a practical and valid
framework for assessing students’ creative writing. Finally, recommendations were offered to
support the improvement of creative writing skills among primary school students.
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