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Abstract

Academic performance is one of the most important indicators for measur-
ing the educational quality of students. The aim of this study was developing
a structural model of academic performance based on academic motivation
and academic self-efficacy mediated by cognitive engagement of mathematics-
physics students. It was an applied research of correlation type with structural
equation modeling method. The research population included all students of
mathematics-physics in Tehran. The research sample consisted of 470 students
who were selected by multi-stage cluster sampling method. The research in-
struments were Walland et al.'s (1992) academic motivation questionnaire,
Morris (2001) academic self-efficacy questionnaire and Pintrich et al.'s (1991)
motivational strategies for learning questionnaire. Cronbach's alpha coeffi-
cient and correlation matrix and structural equation modeling were used for
data analysis. The results showed that the model of research variables have a
good fit. In the hypothetical model, academic motivation with academic per-
formance mediated by cognitive engagement had a full and direct effect, and
their indirect effect was insignificant. The effect of academic self-efficacy on
academic performance mediated by cognitive engagement had a significant full
and direct effect, however, the indirect effect was not significant. The results
showed that the self-efficacy variable has a significant effect on students' aca-
demic performance and it could explain 40% of the variance of their academic
performance. The teaching staff, school administrators as well as parents of
students could use the variable of academic self-efficacy to enhance their aca-
demic performance.

Academic Performance, Academic Motivation, Academic Self-
efficacy, Cognitive Engagement
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Abstract

The aim of this study was to determine the effectiveness of the training pack-
age of cool executive functions on the classroom excitement of primary school
sixth grade normal students. It was a quasi -experimental study with pretest-
posttest control group design. The research sample consisted of 60 sixth grade
students of 2 classrooms from 2 different primary schools in Tabriz in the
academic year 1397-98. They were selected using multi-stage cluster sampling
method and they were randomly divided into two experimental and control
groups. The experimental group was trained cool executive functions for 15
sessions. The pretest and posttest data collected through the classroom ex-
citement questionnaire were analyzed using statistical method of analysis of
covariance. The results showed that this package has been significantly effec-
tive in improving classroom excitement. It significantly increased the positive
classroom excitement and significantly reduced negative classroom excite-
ment in the experimental group, compared to the control group (p <0.001).
Findings generally confirmed the effectiveness of the training package of cool
executive functions on the positive and negative classroom excitement of pri-
mary school sixth grade students. Therefore, this training package is recom-
mended for training students at this grade.
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Abstract

The main purpose of this research was to study the theory of morality of
things and technology agency based on the ideas of Paul Peter Verbeek and
its implications in education. So, the inference method was used. First, the
ideas of Verbeek have been examined and then its educational implications
have been discussed. Based on the mediation theory in post-phenomenology,
Verbeek believes that the two components of morality, i.e., intentionality and
freedom which are required for moral action, are distributed between human
and artifacts, that is, the artifacts are part of human's wills as well as the free-
dom of human. In his view, human has independence, but his independence is
not complete. He mentions, among other things, persuasive technologies and
Ambient intelligence as to how they motivate humans to make specific deci-
sions and do specific actions. Human agency is combined with artifacts and
technologies. According to the results of this research, the hybrid agency and
ethical and influential role of technologies must also be considered in plan-
ning and decision making in education. The technological foundations of edu-
cation must also be taken into consideration. Ethical education in the techno-
logical society needs to be reconsidered and rethought. The responsibility of
designing instructional technologies would be much more important, so that
instructional technologies could act as educational technologies. Given the
role of persuasive technologies in shaping human behavior, these technologies
could be used in shaping the behavior and habits of children and adolescents.
And some parts of education could be left to the artifacts.

Morality of Things, Agency of Technology, Verbeek, Education,
Persuasive Technologies
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Abstract

Perhaps it could be said that communication is one of the oldest, and at
the same time, the best human achievement. In addition to various functions
for human being, communication is the foundation of social activities and
the beginning of social life. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to analyze
the body language of instructors and to interpret the type of common dis-
courses in their body language. To achieve this goal, the qualitative method
of the phenomenological type has been used. The research population con-
sisted of Farhangian University instructors at the academic year 2017-2018,
with more than three years of teaching experience. The sample was selected
through purposive sampling and 15 people were selected considering the
theoretical saturation. The research instrument was a semi-structured inter-
view. After expressing the aims of the research and emphasizing the principle
of confidentiality, the interview with instructors were recorded and written.
Descriptive analysis was used to analyze the data, and the details of find-
ings have been interpreted. The results showed that the instructors use body
language signals for seven types of discourses including: warning discourse,
confirmation and disconfirmation, intimacy, trust, anger, thinking and con-
trol. Finally, it could be said that body language is effective in simplifying the
material, creating situations and positive attitude in the classroom, success in
the teaching process, the instructors' trust in students and the deep learning
ability.

Communication, Verbal Communication, Nonverbal Communica-
tion, Body Language
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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of distinguishing bullying students based on
the components of cognitive emotion regulation strategies and school connectedness. It was
a descriptive-correlational and group comparison study. The research sample consisted of
98 bullying and 57 non-bullying students who were selected from a population of 381 stu-
dents (191 females and 190 males) of Tabriz high schools who were selected using multi-stage
cluster sampling method. To evaluate the research variables, Alvius's bullying questionnaire
(2003), the cognitive emotion regulation questionnaire of Garnovsky and kraaij (Factors of
self-blame, blaming others, rumination, catastrophic perception, acceptance, positive refo-
cus, and planning and evaluation, 2006) and Beatty and Brew's school connectedness ques-
tionnaire (components of positive feeling towards school, teacher support, the sense of re-
spect and justice at school, participation in the community, person's relationship with school
and academic participation, 2005) were also used. In order to differentiate between bullying
and non-bullying students, the step-by-step discriminant function analysis was used. Data
analysis led to a significant function (p<0.001). Here, according to the discriminant function
analysis, around 67% of the people in the two groups were reclassified. The results revealed
that the means of the bully and non-bully groups in terms of the refocusing components-
planning, positive evaluation - wider perspective, acceptance and catastrophizing related to
the cognitive emotion regulation strategies questionnaire and also in terms of the components
of the sense of respect and justice at school and the positive feeling towards school, related to
the school connectedness questionnaire, are significantly different. In terms of this function,
the variables positive feeling towards school and positive evaluation - the broader perspec-
tive- had the highest power in distinguishing the two groups of students (i.e., bullying and
non-bullying). As a result, it could be said that the components of refocusing, i.e., planning,
positive evaluation - the broader perspective- acceptance and catastrophizing, the sense of
respect and justice at school, and the positive sense towards school are very influential in dis-
tinguishing between bullying and non-bullying students. Considering the problem and find-
ings, it is suggested to education authorities and counselors to reduce bullying in students by
improving and developing cognitive emotion regulation strategies and school connectedness
components among the students.
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Abstract

Over the past two decades, educational agents have been considered to support
the learners' needs and facilitate learning in the learning environments. This
study aimed to identify the useful and effective characteristics of the educational
agent in the learning environment qualitatively through the inductive content
analysis. The research population consisted of all faculty members, graduates,
and PhD candidates in educational technology at Allameh Tabataba'i and Tar-
biat Moddares Universities. The research sample consisted of 14 faculty members,
graduates, and PhD candidates who were selected through a purposive sampling
method. Data were collected using a semi-structured interview. All steps of data
collection were conducted through a grounded theory method along with three
steps of open, axial, and selective coding. Consequently, four main categories in-
cluding role, appearance, sound, and gender were identified for the educational
agent. In the next stage, the related subcategories were also identified for each
main category. To validate the findings, the structural equation modeling was used
to confirm the extracted factors and the goodness of fit of the factor model of the
educational agent's characteristics was confirmed. Findings suggest paying more
attention to the pre-mentioned four components and the related sub-components
to design an educational agent in the learning environment.
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(SHAD) in the teaching and learning of students during the
corona outbreak: A phenomenological study

W Amir Moradi, PhD in Philosophy of Education from Kharazmi University of Tehran, Iran'
M Saee'd Zarghami hamrah (PhD), Kharazmi University of Tehran, Iran?

Abstract

Virtual education and the possibility of holding the classroom in cyberspace
is a unique opportunity to cope with limitations of face-to-face education, the
realization of the ideal of education for all and paving the way for sustain-
able and balanced development in the country. The aim of this study was to
analyze and understand the lived experience of teachers, students and par-
ents from the barriers and strategies of using the social network of students
(SHAD) in teaching and learning of students during the corona outbreak, in
the three districts of Kermanshah city. For this purpose, using a qualitative
method with a phenomenological approach, the phenomenon under study
was identified and represented. The research sample consisted of 22 teach-
ers, principals, students and parents who were active in the SHAD system
and they were selected using purposive sampling method. Data were collected
through semi-structured in-depth interviews and they were analyzed based
on the Colaizzi model. In the 14th interview, the theoretical saturation of
the data was obtained, however, in order to validate the findings, interviews
were continued until the 22th person. Analysis of the interview data led to
the identification of two main categories (barriers and strategies) and twenty
main themes. The barriers of the SHAD application were identified as the
two categories of "teachers and principals' understanding" and 'students
and parents' understanding". The results showed that the use of SHAD ap-
plication for students' teaching and learning still has many different barriers.
It became clear that there is a long way to reach the desired situation and
improving its quality requires the view of authorities and staying away from
temporary, part-time, second-hand attitude towards such education.

Social Network of Students (SHAD), Phenomenology,
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Abstract

With the outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic, the Ministry of education obliged
teachers and students to use TV (Television) teaching and SHAD applica-
tion to continue formal education. In order to evaluate the SHAD application
and TV teaching programs, this study was designed and conducted. Ques-
tionnaires were developed to collect data on the experiences of students and
teachers and they were shared in SHAD application. A total of 85,372 pri-
mary school students and 12,778 primary school teachers participated in this
study. Findings showed that smart cellphones were the most accessible tool
among both students and teachers. 72.4% of students and 90% of teachers
reported slow speed of SHAD application for downloading and uploading
files. 78 % of primary school students considered the time of TV programs as
little. 88.6 % of them mentioned that their teachers taught lessons better than
teachers in the TV teaching programs and 82.9 % of them did not have a close
relationship with a TV teacher. Near 40 percent of students commented that
they are satisfied with TV teaching programs and TV teacher. Overall, teach-
ers’ difficulties with SHAD application could be classified into four categories
including 1) monitoring and controlling the students' learning, 2) technical
problems of SHAD application, 3) lack of teachers' skill and finally 4) lack of
access to internet. Around 35.2 % of the teachers believed that TV teaching
programs were appropriate to compensate for the lack of face to face edu-
cation in the classrooms. These findings could be used for improving these
programs as well as the integration of digital technologies in the teaching and
learning processes in Post-Covid-19 education at schools.

SHAD application, TV (Television) Teaching, Primary Education,
Covid-19 Virus
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