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Abstract

The natural world of curriculum, part of the everyday life of millions of peo-
ple who form a part of teaching-learning domain, is the best source for deep
and practical understanding of the curriculum area, provided that it is not
invalidated with prejudice, presupposition and improper theorizing. As many
scholars believe, phenomenological research is an opportunity for a more care-
ful study of the learning process which was not paid attention to enough in the
past. In this article, we suggest the appropriate use of this research method to
curriculum researchers and to share the essential portion of knowledge and un-
derstanding that despite the complexities of the application of this method, the
researcher in this area should have them. Based on his experiences of doing
this type of research, the author tried to present the philosophical foundations,
development and also the beginning pre-requisites and the stages of doing this
research.
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Abstract

This study was going to measure the readability of the 7th grade Farsi textbook
(academic year 1395-96) based on the three readability formula. We wanted to
find out how much the mentioned book is in accordance with the readability for-
mula from the viewpoint of the principles of the material development. The re-
search method was descriptive content analysis according to Fog, Fry and Flesch
formula. The research questions included: 1. is the readability of the book’s ma-
terial in accordance with the 7th grade students, considering their age and learn-
ing levels criteria? 2. Could the material and content of the book be learnt with-
out the teacher, independently? 3. Have the principles of curriculum planning,
including the principle of simple to difficult, been observed in the development
of the textbook? 4. How much the readability of the related textbook measured
by the Fog, Fry and Flesch formula correspond to each other? Findings showed
that in the 7th grade Farsi textbook of the 1395-96 academic year: 1. the content
is not in accordance with the 7th grade level. According to the Fog, Fry and
Flesch formula, the readability of this book is at the level of the University and
even it is appropriate for the higher levels. 2. Due to the very much difficulty of
the material, the textbook could not be used independent of the teacher. 3. The
material at the beginning, middle and end of the textbook shows that to some
extent the principle of simple to difficult has been observed according to the Fog
formula, but not according to the Fry and Flesch formula. 4. The readability of
the mentioned textbook measured by Fog, Fry and Flesch formula correspond
to each other to a great extent.

Readability measurement, Farsi Textbook, 7th Grade, Readability
Formula of Fog , Fry and Flesch
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Abstract

This study dealt with citation analysis and co-authorship of the published pa-
pers in the quarterly journal of educational innovations during 2003-2015 to
investigate their current status of scientific relation and drawing the scientific
structure of this domain. The research method was citation analysis and to ana-
lyze the data, Excel software, UC net and NetDrive has been used. The results
showed that in this time interval (2003 -2015), 365 papers with average 7 papers
in each number have been published. 35 papers were in English and 330 ones
were in Persian. Total number of citations was 11527, and the average citations
were 41.92% in each number of the journal and 16.40% in each paper. The
books with 39.43% of the citations were in the first place and journals with
36.47% were in the second place. Reference to the English sources was more
than Persian ones. The 17.80% of the papers were developed by the journal’s
editorial board. Out of the 788 authors, 30.85% were women and 69.15 were
men. 51.55 of the authors just published one paper that is near to the 60% pre-
diction of Lotka’s law. 33.69% of the papers were single-authored and 66.30%
of them were joint papers. The affiliation of the authors with state Universities
and University of Tehran with 9.68% was in the first place. Hamidreza Oreizi
was the most active author with 16 papers. The net density was 0/0057 and the
co-author net was weak in this journal. Ali Akbar Seif’s book on »educational
psychology« was the most cited book with citation frequency of 1.72% and the
quarterly journal of educational innovations with 25.05% was the most cited
journal. Enhancing the co-author net and developing criteria to improve the
citation behavior of the authors have been suggested.
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Abstract

This paper was an attempt to improve the multicultural curriculum of Iranian
educational system based on Michel Foucault and Henry Giroux's views, using
conceptual analysis and deductive approach to research. Findings showed that
multicultural curriculum is based on the concepts such as social justice, equality
training and facilitating the educational experiences. Among the great thinkers
of multicultural education, Michel Foucault and Henry Giroux have presented
significant issues in the multicultural curriculum. Foucault considers education
as more personal, specific and local, so that in the field of education, the tone
of the curriculum and teacher should be polyphonic. Besides, Giroux consid-
ers education as being multicultural, supporting racial and ethnic minorities.
Giroux believes that the curriculum should be the domain of emerging different
sounds of culture, race and gender and no group should be marginalized. With
regard to the educational ideas of Foucault and Giroux in the field of multicul-
tural curriculum, we can use the assistant and complementary approaches such
as, border education, critical education in education system, innovation in edu-
cational content, enhancing the critical thinking of students, qualitative research
methods in teaching-learning process, and developing various school activities
in order to improve the multicultural curriculum in Iranian educational system.

Multicultural Curriculum, Educational System of Iran, Michel
Foucault, Henry Giroux

1. sobhaninejad@shahed.ac.ir 2. najmeh.ahmadabadi@gmail.com 3. Ali.Abdolahyar135.@gmail.com

No.62 ®
Vol.16® 7
Summer 2017 ®




Educational Innovations

Quarterly journal of

School virtuous and citizen teacher: Testing a model through
the mediating role of teachers’ job attitudes in Karaj high
schools

Hassanreza Zeinabadi (PhD), Kharazmi University'
Sara Abedi Koushki, MA in Educational Administration, Kharazmi University (Corresponding Author)?

Abstract

In schools with high range of organizational virtuousness, teachers have more
enthusiasm towards organizational citizenship behaviors. Some important vari-
ables have mediating role in this process. Through the mediating role of the
two important job attitudes, this research developed a hypothesized model us-
ing previous studies. 503 teachers in Karaj high schools responded to the valid
and reliable questionnaires including organizational virtuousness, job satisfac-
tion, organizational commitment and organizational citizenship behavior ques-
tionnaires. The hypothesized model was tested using path analysis. The results
showed that although this model was well fitted with data, but the direct impact
of the organizational virtuousness on the teachers’ organizational citizenship
behavior was not significant. After removing this effect, the test of the modified
model showed that it is well fitted with the data. In this model, organizational
virtuousness with the mediating role of job satisfaction and organizational com-
mitment has only indirect and significant effect on the teachers’ organizational
citizenship behavior. This paper emphasizes the important role of organiza-
tional virtuousness in the teachers’ organizational citizenship behaviors and the
mediating role of job attitudes in that process. The audience of these findings is
generally the school principal, as a fundamental factor in promoting school’s
organizational virtuousness.

Organizational Virtuousness, Job Satisfaction, Organizational
Commitment, Organizational Citizenship Behavior, Teacher.
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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the impact of the per-
ceived innovative organizational atmosphere on the teachers' continuous use of
e-teaching with the mediating role of computer self-efficacy using a structural
equation modeling. It was a causal-correlation research. The research popu-
lation included 312 male teachers, from which a sample of 172 participants
were selected using the Cochran Formula and cluster sampling method. The
research instruments were of three types: King et al. (2007) the perceived inno-
vative organizational atmosphere standard questionnaire, Karsten and Roth
(1998) computer self-efficacy questionnaire, and Chou et al. (2010) continuous
use of e-teaching questionnaire. The reliability of the questionnaires, which
was computed using Cronbach’s alpha was 0.85, 0.88, and 0.92, respectively.
The fitness of the structural equation model was determined using Lisrel8.54
software. Findings indicated that the innovative organizational atmosphere
has a positive and significant result on the teachers' continuous use of e-teach-
ing and their computer self-efficacy. The GFI was equal to 0.92 and the Root
Mean Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA) in the latent variable model
was equal to 0.074. So, the model has had a favorable fitness and as a result,
the structural equation modeling of the perceived innovative organizational
atmosphere had a direct influence on the computer self-efficacy and an indi-
rect influence on the teachers’ continuous use of e-teaching through computer
self-efficacy. It could be concluded that using innovative organizational atmos-
phere at schools, and increasing the teachers’ computer self-efficacy, principals
could see the continuous use of e-teaching in the classrooms.

The Perceived Innovative Organizational Atmosphere, Computer Self-
efficacy, Continuous Use of E-Teaching, Teachers
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Abstract

Residential buildings consume 40% of the world’s annual energy consump-
tion, where the efficient utilization of the energy is significantly affected by resi-
dents’ understanding of proper energy conservation techniques. Hence, raising
the understanding of the society about the proper ways of energy consumption
is necessary. This can be achieved by providing the relevant education in the
school system to familiarize young students with proper ways of energy con-
servation; for example, by incorporating sustainable design schemes based on
energy conservation at the school environment and buildings. This would fa-
cilitate observational learning among students besides conserving significant
energy at school buildings. Among the various factors influential on the sustain-
ability, in this paper, we focus on the climatic design. The aim of this article was
two folds: First, to improve the energy efficiency of a school building in Shiraz
through retrofitting the building envelops; and second, to justify the necessity
of utilizing passive design in buildings. For this purpose, we performed quan-
titative simulations to assess the heat dissipation in a school building which we
chose as the sample. The Ecotect software was used to develop a model. In this
case study, the research population consisted of the listed schools designed by
Fars Province School Renovation Organization based on hot-arid climate plan.
The research sample was a type 1926-2, six-classroom primary school in Shiraz
which was chosen based on a non-stochastic sampling method. The effect of us-
ing heat insulators in the building’s envelopes on energy conservation efficiency
was assessed. The results demonstrated that two times increase in the duration
of the comfort zone can be achieved by retrofitting the building envelopes.

Sustainable Architecture, School, Energy, Retrofitting, Enve-
lopes, Insulation
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