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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of the current research was to identify the components of network governance in
education.

Methods and tools used: The present study was conducted using a systematic review research method
based on the Cochrane protocol; For this purpose, the sources in Farsi and English from 2000 to 2023 with
the topic of network governance in education and training were indexed in valid Persian and English
databases, using key words such as education governance, network governance of education and
Cultivation, network governance, education governance and English equivalents and their combination and
various commands such as "and" and "or" were searched and collected and their text was analyzed using
theme analysis. At the beginning of the search, 85 sources were identified, and after checking their full text,
26 sources were subjected to content analysis in a systematic review due to the conditions and suitability
of the content.

Findings: governance components and sub-components including multiple actors (government, private
sector, civil society), form of network governance (joint, leadership organization, network administration
organization), challenges (instability, inflexibility, lack of proper accountability, reduction of coordination
and control, exaggeration in simplifying the role of the government) and dual tensions (efficiency-
comprehensiveness, internal legitimacy-external legitimacy, flexibility-stability), coordination mechanisms
between actors (interventionist and non-interventionist tools) through formal and informal mechanisms and
extra-governance tools were identified.

Conclusion: Based on the findings of the research, it is concluded that in order to design and establish the
network governance model of the education system, the components obtained from the findings of the
research should be considered and since the education management system of each country is inseparably
Social, political and cultural contexts are related. It is suggested that the current research be considered as
the first step and based on that, a governance model for the education system should be designed according
to the country's environment.

Keywords: network governance, education, systematic review
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