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Abstract:

The present study aims to identify and analyze the types and cognitive levels of questions in the national
final examinations of the twelfth-grade English course in Iran, based on Bloom’s cognitive taxonomy.
The research examines the official national English exam questions administered over the past ten years
(2014-2023). This study is descriptive and analytical in nature, employing a mixed-methods approach
that combines both quantitative and qualitative methodologies. The exam questions were analyzed
according to Bloom’s six cognitive levels: Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, Analysis, Synthesis,
and Evaluation. The analytical procedure involved classifying the questions, collecting and organizing
them by year and cognitive level, and calculating the frequency and percentage of questions at each level.
The results revealed that most of the questions belonged to the lower-order thinking levels. In contrast,
questions associated with higher-order cognitive skills, such as Analysis, Evaluation, and Creation, were
significantly underrepresented. This indicates that the final English exams primarily emphasize basic
learning and comprehension, with limited focus on developing students’ analytical and creative thinking
abilities.

Keywords: Cognitive Processes, Critical Thinking, Final Examination, Bloom’s Cognitive Taxonomy.
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28. A: Hamid has not come to
school. I’ve heard he is not
well, .o, ?
B: Oh ,yes. He has got a flu.
a) has he b) have I ¢) hasn’t
Hamid d) is he
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distinguished, fossil
20. Qil, coal and natural gas are
three common ........... fuels.
21.Don’t .......... all the milk,
we need some for breakfast.
22. Dr. Gharib was known as a
........... university professor in
our country.
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36. Joe .......... Chinese
before he moved to china.
(study)

37.Persian .................. n
Iran, Tajikistan and
Afghanistan. (speak)
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Choose
the best answer.
42. What is the main idea of
the text?
a) Dictionaries are essential
for language learning.
b) Bilingual dictionaries are
the most important types of
dictionaries.
c) All of the students cannot
figure out what they read.
d) Monolingual dictionaries
are the most expensive
dictionaries.
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52. Sport 53. Electric Cars
54. Ants
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The number of the planets
The order of distance from
the Sun

The center of the solar
system: The sun

The largest and smallest
planets
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