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Pathology of mixed middle schools in rural areas: a qualitative research
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The aim of the current research is Pathology of mixed middle schools in rural areas.
Using conventional qualitative content analysis research method, 16 teachers and
principals, with the experience of working in mixed schools, were selected through
targeted sampling and participated in semi-structured interviews. Data analysis was
done manually using thematic analysis. To evaluate the qualitative data, the strategies
of review by colleagues, review by participants, continuous involvement in the research
process, and triangulation of the researcher were used. Findings in 5 main themes
including "Lack of focus in mixed classes"”, "Manpower limitations", "Incomplete
implementation of the curriculum”, "Differences between boys and girls" and
"Infrastructural barriers to health in mixed schools"”, "other barriers," along with this
theme Subsections and relevant citations were counted. The results showed that
distractions caused by the mixing of male and female students and male teachers,
incomplete implementation of the physical education curriculum, and censorship of
some curriculum content due to the lack of female teachers, shared bathrooms, and
multi-grade classes at the middle schools level prevent the realization of educational
justice and social justice in rural areas . It is suggested that according to the results of
the research, adapting the physical space of sanitary services, adapting the organization
of human resources in schools and holding face-to-face training courses for mixed
middle schools teachers should be put on the agenda of education officials.

Keywords:, gender, pathology, middle schools, mixed schools, rural.
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