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Abstract

This study aimed to develop and preliminarily validate the Academic Wisdom Scale for
secondary school students. The research was applied in purpose and employed a sequential
mixed-methods design (qualitative—quantitative) for data collection. In the qualitative phase, the
dimensions of academic wisdom were identified through a purposive review of theoretical and
empirical sources, which then informed the item pool for the quantitative phase. The quantitative
phase involved a sample of 311 students (160 females, 151 males) drawn from the population of
lower- and upper-secondary school students in Shiraz during the 2023-2024 academic year,
using multistage cluster random sampling. Exploratory factor analysis yielded a three-factor
structure— transpersonal, interpersonal and intrapersonal—which accounted for 18.97%,
14.79%, and 7.81% of the variance, respectively, explaining 41.57% of the total variance.
Confirmatory factor analysis supported the adequacy of the model fit. Reliability estimates were
satisfactory, with Cronbach’s alpha and McDonald’s omega both reaching .89 (p <.01). Overall,
the findings suggest that the Academic Wisdom Scale demonstrates acceptable psychometric
properties. Nevertheless, the conceptual and contextual complexities of the construct underscore
the need for further research with more diverse samples and in-depth qualitative analyses to
strengthen its development and validation.

Keywords: psychometric validation, scale development, academic wisdom, secondary education
students
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