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Abstract

Eagerness to learn is a motivational construct shaped by socio-cultural and educational contexts
and plays a significant role in students' academic achievement. However, a culturally
appropriate and localized tool for measuring this construct is currently unavailable. This study
aimed to conceptualize the eagerness to learn and to design and develop a standardized
instrument to measure it among elementary school students. This research followed a research
and development design with a mixed-method approach carried out in three sequential phases
(qualitative, quantitative & quantitative). Participants included public elementary school
students in Tehran during the academic years 2023-2025. Sampling was conducted using
purposive sampling in the qualitative phese and multistage cluster sampling in the quantitative
phases. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews, and a researcher-made scale.
Data analysis revealed that the eagerness to learn comprises two main components:
motivational and behavioral-practicall.-emotional. It can be observed on a continuum ranging
from intrinsic motivation to emotional expression. The developed instrument demonstrated
strong content, construct, convergent, and discriminant validity, as well as internal consistency
(0=0/83), and test-retest reliability (0/75). This instrument accounted for 53/723% of the total
variance Findings revealed that eagerness to learn approximately 33% of students low on this
trait. Overall, the developed instrument proved to be psychometrically reliable and suitable for
the measurement of the eagerness to learn among elementary school students.

Keywords: Conceptualization, Elementary Education, Eagerness to learn, Eagerness to learn scale, Instrument
Construction
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44. test-retest

45. convergent

46. discriminant
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47. inductive
48. deductive
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