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Examining the Role of Conceptual Metaphor in Comprehending Intangible
Concepts (Case Study: Fifth-Grade Persian Textbook)
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Abstract

Conceptual metaphor is recognized as a practical theory for comprehending abstract
concepts. This study aims to investigate, through this perspective, the extent to which
conceptual metaphors are utilized in the fifth-grade Persian textbook and to explain their role
in understanding intangible concepts. For this purpose, the collected data were evaluated
using categorical content analysis. According to this method, the data extracted from the text
were first divided into components, then categorized, and subsequently, the frequency and
percentage of each category were calculated. Finally, the obtained statistics were analyzed.
The findings revealed that the authors employed a total of 118 conceptual metaphors to
facilitate the comprehension of abstract concepts and enhance students' perception. Among
these, the diversity of the target domains objectified reached 59, while the diversity of the
source domains used amounted to 58. Thus, the diversity of both source and target domains
in the fifth-grade Persian textbook is at an acceptable frequency. The use of 118 metaphors,
along with the nearly 50% diversity in the source and target domains, has contributed to a
better understanding of the concepts in the fifth-grade Persian textbook. However, the
frequency of metaphors is not consistent across all lessons, and the authors have not utilized
this potential consciously. By balancing the use of metaphors in all lessons, this
comprehension tool can be employed systematically.

Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor, Abstract Concepts, Persian, Fifth Grade.
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