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ABSTRACT

Gifted students under the support of the Imam Khomeini (RA) Relief Committee, due to their superior
cognitive abilities and high creativity, possess significant potential for academic success. However, they
face numerous challenges within the context of social-economic deprivation. This phenomenological
study aimed to explore the concept of giftedness, academic, social, and identity-related challenges and
opportunities, as well as strategies for success, by examining the educational experiences of gifted
students in Sanandaj. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with 15 students from
Districts 1 and 2 of Sanandaj and analyzed using thematic analysis. The findings highlight
characteristics such as self-regulation and academic excellence, alongside challenges like financial
difficulties, lack of educational infrastructure, and psychological pressure, which increase the risk of
talent wastage. Opportunities such as academic growth and access to stable employment were also
identified. Recommendations include financial support, enriched educational content, and
psychological counseling. This study, by offering practical solutions to reduce educational inequalities
and support disadvantaged gifted students, addresses the fundamental needs of the education system in
empowering vulnerable groups.

Keywords: Gifted students, socioeconomic deprivation, academic experiences, phenomenology
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