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Abstract

The present study aimed to identify the lived experiences and perceptions of teachers regarding student
questioning. Five key components were investigated in this study to enhance students' questioning skills: teacher
role, student role, appropriate instruction, learning activities, and optimal conditions. This research adopted a
qualitative methodology and was applied in terms of objective. The research population comprised 16
elementary school teachers in Rasht city during the academic year 2023-2024, selected through purposive
criterion-based and snowball sampling. Data were collected using semi-structured interviews and analyzed via
open, axial, and selective coding methods. The findings revealed that fostering questioning requires the
integration of teachers' affective facilitation with students' self-direction and intrinsic curiosity. This process is
enhanced through problem-based methods and connecting curriculum content to real-life experiences. However,
teachers' efforts are vulnerable to failure due to the added pressure of rote memorization content and the
misalignment of the evaluation system with critical thinking goals. Therefore, institutionalizing questioning
necessitates a systemic shift in the educational approach from unidirectional knowledge transfer to the
cultivation of critical thinking.
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