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Content analysis of social studies textbooks for third to sixth grade elementary
school in terms of social-emotional competencies based on the CASEL
framework
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze the content of social studies textbooks for the third to sixth grades
of elementary school in terms of attention to social-emotional competencies. This research was conducted
using quantitative analysis. The statistical population was all elementary school textbooks in the 2024-2025
academic year. Among them, social studies books were selected purposefully due to their greater relevance
to the subject. The research tool was a researcher-made list that examines social emotional competencies.
Texts, images, and activities in the books were examined using this list. Data analysis was performed using
the Shannon entropy technique. The results showed that the third grade social studies book paid the most
attention to the social and emotional competencies. Also, the main focus of the content was on “self-
awareness” (25.98%), “responsible decision-making” (24.83%), and “relationship skills” (24.65%). But the
“social awareness” (14.76%) and “self-management” (9.78%) had the lowest frequencies. Also, the
“responsible decision-making” had the highest importance rate (0.225), and “self-management” had the
lowest one (0.177). Based on the results, the content of elementary social studies books did not focus on
social and emotional competencies in a balanced way. The content needs to be changed a bit to become
more balanced.

Keywords: content analysis, elementary school, social-emotional competencies, social studies.
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