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Experiences of Teachers and Specialists Regarding Mother-Tongue Instruction in the
Primary School Curriculum

Daoud Tahmasebzadeh Sheikhlar!, Kiumars Taghipour?, Mohsen Moradi Khanghah?

Abstract

The present study was conducted to examine the experiences of teachers and the perspectives of
educational science specialists regarding mother-tongue instruction in primary schools. The
study employed a qualitative approach based on interpretive phenomenology. Participants
consisted of teachers and educational science specialists from the provinces of East Azerbaijan
and Ardabil; data were collected through interviews with 18 individuals—selected via criterion-
based purposive and snowball sampling—until theoretical saturation was reached. An interview
tool was used for data collection; its validity was confirmed by faculty members of the
Department of Educational Sciences at the University of Tabriz, and a test-retest method was
employed to assess coding reliability, yielding a result of 74%. Conventional content analysis
was used to analyze the data. The analysis resulted in the identification of 82 open codes
(concepts), 15 axial codes (sub-themes), and 3 selective codes (main themes): the current
situation, necessary infrastructure, and consequences. Regarding the core theme of the "current
situation,” the key sub-themes identified were the experience of using the mother tongue, the
challenges associated with non-native languages, and the experience of studying in the mother
tongue. For the core theme of "necessary infrastructure,” sub-themes such as fostering a
supportive culture, decentralization, planning, curriculum content development, and teacher
training were identified; meanwhile, the core theme of "outcomes™ encompassed sub-themes like
authenticity and identity, higher academic achievement, and improved interaction. The research
findings indicated that, from the perspective of teachers and specialists—and despite the
importance and benefits of mother-tongue education—the current state of such education is
inadequate, and participants expressed a desire for improvement
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