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Abstract
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This study aimed to identify the dimensions and components influential on fostering creativity and
innovation among female 2nd cycle secondary school students in Tehran. In terms of purpose, the research
was applied, and in terms of methodology, it employed an exploratory mixed-methods design. The sources
of information included published academic articles and documents, as well as interviews with educational
experts and scholars. In the qualitative phase, purposive and judgmental sampling methods were employed,
semi-structured interviews were conducted with 23 participants, and the data were analyzed using grounded
theory method with the assistance of MAXQDA software. To ensure the study’s validity, member
checking was used, while reliability was assessed using inter-rater agreement, yielding a coefficient of
87/.. The research population for the qualitative phase of study included research documents and 23
educational experts and scholars selected through non-probability purposive judgmental sampling. In the
quantitative phase of study, the research population consisted of 400 individuals, including principals,
teachers, and alumni from female 2nd cycle secondary schools in Tehran, from which a sample size of 196
was determined according to Morgan's table and they were selected using cluster random sampling. Data
collection tools in the qualitative phase included semi-structured interviews, while the quantitative phase
utilized a researcher-made questionnaire. Interviews continued until theoretical saturation was achieved.
The reliability of the interviews was confirmed through retesting, and the content validity of the quantitative
questionnaire was verified by experts. Data analysis in the qualitative phase involved open, axial, and
selective coding based on the classical grounded theory technique (Glaser's emergent approach), while
confirmatory factor analysis was employed in the quantitative phase to validate the identified factors.
Findings revealed the identification of 102 factors under ten subcategories, which were further organized
into three main categories: individual factors, family factors, and factors related to the educational process.
Individual factors included components such as interest, perseverance, and students' capabilities; family
factors encompassed family culture and behavior; and factors related to the educational process included
the educational environment, teaching methods, educational content, creativity and innovation training,
and capabilities and competencies of teachers. In the quantitative phase, confirmatory factor analysis
led to the elimination of 8 out of the 102 identified factors, while the remaining factors were confirmed.
Therefore, it can be concluded that individual, family, and educational process-related factors are influential
in fostering creativity and innovation among students. Given the higher frequency of codes and the number
of subcategories associated with educational factors, controlling and improving the indicators of this factor
can have significant impact on enhancing students' creativity and innovation.

Teacher Competencies, Creativity and Innovation, Teaching Methods, Educa-
tional Content, Educational Environment
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Abstract

The aim of this research was to investigate the effect of positive thinking, relational trust,
motivation and goal setting on students' academic achievement. It was a quantitative
research with correlational design. The statistical population included all 1st and 2nd
cycle secondary school students of the 8th district of Tehran, all in all 12123 students.
Using the cluster random sampling method and based on Cochran's formula, the sample
size was estimated to be 375 students. However, to ensure sufficient questionnaire return
rates, finally 423 students completed the questionnaires. Data were collected using the
following instruments: positive thinking questionnaire of Ingram and Wisnicki (1988),
academic goal orientation questionnaire of Bouffard (1998), self-report scale of intrinsic
and extrinsic motivation of Harter (1980), relational trust questionnaire of Hoy (2004)

and average scores of students. The results of the path analysis showed that the proposed
model has a good fit according to goodness-of-fit indices. In terms of direct effects,
goal setting influenced academic motivation, relational trust affected both academic
motivation and positive thinking, positive thinking impacted goal setting and academic
motivation, and academic motivation has an effect on the academic achievement.
Also, regarding indirect effects, it can be said that 0.86 of the variance in academic
motivation can be predicted through the three variables of positive thinking, goal setting
and relational trust. Furthermore, 917 of the variance in the academic achievement can
be predicted through the variables of academic motivation, positive thinking, goal setting
and relational trust. Based on the results, it was found that intra-school factors play an
important role in the dynamics of the school, and necessary planning should be done by
the school to implement these variables.

Dynamic School, Positive Thinking, Relational Trust, Motivation, Goal Setting,
Academic Achievement
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Abstract

The crises of the 21st century pose serious threats to individuals’ mental health, particularly
that of students, highlighting the urgent need for strategies to enhance their mental health
literacy. The present study aimed to examine the extent to which primary school science
textbooks address the components of mental health literacy. These textbooks were analyzed
using a directed qualitative content analysis approach. The content of the textbooks was
imported into MAXQDA software and coded both deductively and inductively, based on
an instrument consisting of four components of mental health literacy, i.e., (1) promoting
and maintaining mental health, (2) understanding common mental disorders, (3) reducing
stigma of mental illness, and (4) seeking and offering support. The statistical population and
sample were the same, with the unit of analysis being a single page. The findings indicated
that out of a total of 672 pages, 249 pages included content related to mental health literacy
components. Among the four components, "promoting and maintaining mental health"
appeared most frequently, with 186 occurrences (74.707). However, among its subcomponents,
some of them, i.e., "avoiding alcohol and tobacco use" and "understanding changes in brain
function" were entirely absent from all textbooks. The components "understanding common
mental disorders" and "reducing stigma of mental illness" were also not addressed in any of
the analyzed pages. Given the inherent connection between science education and health
topics, primary school science textbooks have the potential to contribute significantly to
students' mental health literacy. It is recommended that textbook writers collaborate with
mental health professionals to integrate these components into educational materials.
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Abstract

Providing education to nomadic communities — as one of the three main population groups
in Iran - is a fundamental necessity. Primary school education among nomads in Khuzestan
Province, a key region of nomadic settlement, faces several challenges that disrupt the
educational process. The main objective of the current research was to identify and categorize
the challenges of nomad education in Khuzestan province and proposing a model for managing
them. Employing a sequential exploratory mixed-methods design, the qualitative phase utilized
directed content analysis, while the quantitative phase applied a descriptive-survey
approach. For the qualitative phase, the research population was divided into administrative and
executive staff. Semi-structured, in-depth interviews were conducted with 16 experts 8- from
each category - who were selected through purposive stratified sampling. The interviews yielded
a comprehensive list of educational challenges in Khuzestan's nomadic schools. Using the Pidd
model, these challenges were categorized into three types: puzzles, problems, and complexities.
In the quantitative phase, a researcher-made questionnaire based on qualitative findings was
distributed to 313 stratified randomly selected participants. The collected data were analyzed

using SmartPLS version 3 to assess model's fitness. Findings revealed 44 identified challenges,
varying in complexity -some easily solvable, while others require high-level decision-making
beyond the education system. Ultimately, 20 strategies for managing these challenges were
identified and analyzed.
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Abstract

Public Schools in Iran are far from the principles of the learning organization due to
their structural and managerial characteristics influenced by the centralized management
structure. Therefore, the purpose of this research was Proposing a management model
of learning schools in public schools of Tehran. This study employed a mixed-methods
approach. In the qualitative phase, a semi-structured interview was conducted with 22
experts from the Ministry of Education and schools in Tehran, selected through
purposive sampling until theoretical saturation was achieved. In the quantitative phase, 351
questionnaires were distributed among public school principals in Tehran, using convenience
sampling. Qualitative data were analyzed using grounded theory through MAXQDA
software to explore the initial model. Quantitative data were analyzed using structural
equation modeling via Smart PLS software to test the proposed model. In the qualitative
phase, after conducting the interviews and coding, the causal, contextual, and intervention
factors, strategies and consequences of the management of learning schools were determined.
The results of the quantitative phase showed the significance of the measurement models and
structural equations, which finally confirmed the management model of learning schools
with 6 main dimensions, 17 subcategories and 221 indicators. The managers of the
Ministry of Education and all schools' stakeholders can benefit from the implementation
of learning school management, taking into account the causal and contextual factors and
intervening conditions, while adopting strategies such as human resource empowerment,
advancing knowledge and learning management, team and collaborative learning, learning
communication network and self-assessing, responsible and accountable school.
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This qualitative research employed Bereday's comparative model to examine the standards
and curricular frameworks of primary school science curricula in Iran and five selected
countries, i.e., Singapore, South Korea, Japan, Qatar, and France. The selection of these
countries was based on their performance in TIMSS international assessment in 2015 and
2019. Singapore, South Korea, and Japan ranked at the top of the results table, while Qatar
(from Asia) and France (from Europe) were chosen as countries more comparable to Iran.
These countries represent a range of educational systems—some being pioneers in curriculum
development and long-term educational planning, and others on par with Iran. The findings
revealed that while countries such as Singapore and Japan have practical and clear objectives,
the expected goals in Iran's primary school science curriculum are more idealistic, with less
emphasis on practical values for students' daily lives. Additionally, the results indicated that
the content of the science course in Iran has not kept pace with advances in science and
technology. Furthermore, the results demonstrated variations in teaching methods across
different countries; while active and learner-centered methods are dominated in Singapore,
Japan, and France, Iran predominantly adopts a teacher-centered approach with a focus on
traditional methods.
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Abstract

Nurturing gifted students plays a critical role in the advancement of any society. In Iran,
SAMPAD (National Organization for the Development of Exceptional Talents) schools
have been established to serve this purpose. This qualitative research aimed to explore the
strengths and weaknesses of SAMPAD schools from the perspective of their alumni. The study
population included all alumni who graduated from SAMPAD schools in 2022. The research
adopted a qualitative methodology using a grounded theory approach. A purposive sampling
method was used, and data collection continued until theoretical saturation was achieved,
resulting in a total of 20 participants. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews
and they were analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding. The analysis yielded 618
statements, 70 concepts, 11 subcategories, and 3 core categories. The core categories included (1)
a nurturing environment, (2) a psychologically and academically stressful environment, and (3)
organizational inconsistencies. The first core category, "a nurturing environment," included
subcategories such as "SAMPAD as a family," "holistic development", "fostering hope",
"motivation and perseverance", and "gaining credibility through SAMPAD". The second
core category, "a psychologically and academically stressful environment," encompassed
"excessive pressure" and "unrealistic expectations fostered by SAMPAD." The third core
category, i.e., "organizational inconsistencies," included "lack of coordination among SAMPAD
schools", "ineffective entrance selection system", and "high tuition fees". Findings suggested that
although SAMPAD schools offer a prestigious and growth-oriented environment for students
and their families, they often overlook crucial psychological aspects such as academic stress and
student mental health.
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In today’s world, educational leaders can no longer rely on traditional leadership styles; rather,
they must adopt transformational leadership approaches. The present study aimed to develop
a model for transformational educational leadership in contemporary global schools. The
research employed a qualitative meta-synthesis approach. The research population consisted of all
relevant published articles from 2010 to 2024, and purposive sampling continued until data
saturation was achieved, resulting in the selection of 38 articles. Data were collected from
reputable national and international academic databases. Data were analyzed using a method
based on the categorization of open, organizing, and overarching concepts. Overall, findings
indicated that the proposed model of transformational educational leadership consists of eight
key dimensions: professionalization, organizational learning, utilization of modern technologies,
dynamization of organizational knowledge, future orientation, acquiring an educational market,
educational innovation, and experience sharing.
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Abstract

In today’s world, educational leaders can no longer rely on traditional leadership styles; rather,
they must adopt transformational leadership approaches. The present study aimed to develop
a model for transformational educational leadership in contemporary global schools. The
research employed a qualitative meta-synthesis approach. The research population consisted of all
relevant published articles from 2010 to 2024, and purposive sampling continued until data
saturation was achieved, resulting in the selection of 38 articles. Data were collected from
reputable national and international academic databases. Data were analyzed using a method
based on the categorization of open, organizing, and overarching concepts. Overall, findings
indicated that the proposed model of transformational educational leadership consists of eight
key dimensions: professionalization, organizational learning, utilization of modern technologies,
dynamization of organizational knowledge, future orientation, acquiring an educational market,
educational innovation, and experience sharing.
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Abstract

Nurturing gifted students plays a critical role in the advancement of any society. In Iran,
SAMPAD (National Organization for the Development of Exceptional Talents) schools
have been established to serve this purpose. This qualitative research aimed to explore the
strengths and weaknesses of SAMPAD schools from the perspective of their alumni. The study
population included all alumni who graduated from SAMPAD schools in 2022. The research
adopted a qualitative methodology using a grounded theory approach. A purposive sampling
method was used, and data collection continued until theoretical saturation was achieved,
resulting in a total of 20 participants. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews
and they were analyzed using open, axial, and selective coding. The analysis yielded 618
statements, 70 concepts, 11 subcategories, and 3 core categories. The core categories included (1)
a nurturing environment, (2) a psychologically and academically stressful environment, and (3)
organizational inconsistencies. The first core category, "a nurturing environment," included
subcategories such as "SAMPAD as a family," "holistic development", "fostering hope",
"motivation and perseverance", and "gaining credibility through SAMPAD". The second
core category, "a psychologically and academically stressful environment," encompassed
"excessive pressure" and "unrealistic expectations fostered by SAMPAD." The third core
category, i.e., "organizational inconsistencies," included "lack of coordination among SAMPAD
schools", "ineffective entrance selection system", and "high tuition fees". Findings suggested that
although SAMPAD schools offer a prestigious and growth-oriented environment for students
and their families, they often overlook crucial psychological aspects such as academic stress and
student mental health.
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Abstract

This qualitative research employed Bereday's comparative model to examine the standards
and curricular frameworks of primary school science curricula in Iran and five selected
countries, i.e., Singapore, South Korea, Japan, Qatar, and France. The selection of these
countries was based on their performance in TIMSS international assessment in 2015 and
2019. Singapore, South Korea, and Japan ranked at the top of the results table, while Qatar
(from Asia) and France (from Europe) were chosen as countries more comparable to Iran.
These countries represent a range of educational systems—some being pioneers in curriculum
development and long-term educational planning, and others on par with Iran. The findings
revealed that while countries such as Singapore and Japan have practical and clear objectives,
the expected goals in Iran's primary school science curriculum are more idealistic, with less
emphasis on practical values for students' daily lives. Additionally, the results indicated that
the content of the science course in Iran has not kept pace with advances in science and
technology. Furthermore, the results demonstrated variations in teaching methods across
different countries; while active and learner-centered methods are dominated in Singapore,
Japan, and France, Iran predominantly adopts a teacher-centered approach with a focus on
traditional methods.
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Abstract

Public Schools in Iran are far from the principles of the learning organization due to
their structural and managerial characteristics influenced by the centralized management
structure. Therefore, the purpose of this research was Proposing a management model
of learning schools in public schools of Tehran. This study employed a mixed-methods
approach. In the qualitative phase, a semi-structured interview was conducted with 22
experts from the Ministry of Education and schools in Tehran, selected through
purposive sampling until theoretical saturation was achieved. In the quantitative phase, 351
questionnaires were distributed among public school principals in Tehran, using convenience
sampling. Qualitative data were analyzed using grounded theory through MAXQDA
software to explore the initial model. Quantitative data were analyzed using structural
equation modeling via Smart PLS software to test the proposed model. In the qualitative
phase, after conducting the interviews and coding, the causal, contextual, and intervention
factors, strategies and consequences of the management of learning schools were determined.
The results of the quantitative phase showed the significance of the measurement models and
structural equations, which finally confirmed the management model of learning schools
with 6 main dimensions, 17 subcategories and 221 indicators. The managers of the
Ministry of Education and all schools' stakeholders can benefit from the implementation
of learning school management, taking into account the causal and contextual factors and
intervening conditions, while adopting strategies such as human resource empowerment,
advancing knowledge and learning management, team and collaborative learning, learning
communication network and self-assessing, responsible and accountable school.
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Abstract

Providing education to nomadic communities — as one of the three main population groups
in Iran - is a fundamental necessity. Primary school education among nomads in Khuzestan
Province, a key region of nomadic settlement, faces several challenges that disrupt the
educational process. The main objective of the current research was to identify and categorize
the challenges of nomad education in Khuzestan province and proposing a model for managing
them. Employing a sequential exploratory mixed-methods design, the qualitative phase utilized
directed content analysis, while the quantitative phase applied a descriptive-survey
approach. For the qualitative phase, the research population was divided into administrative and
executive staff. Semi-structured, in-depth interviews were conducted with 16 experts 8- from
each category - who were selected through purposive stratified sampling. The interviews yielded
a comprehensive list of educational challenges in Khuzestan's nomadic schools. Using the Pidd
model, these challenges were categorized into three types: puzzles, problems, and complexities.
In the quantitative phase, a researcher-made questionnaire based on qualitative findings was
distributed to 313 stratified randomly selected participants. The collected data were analyzed
using SmartPLS version 3 to assess model's fitness. Findings revealed 44 identified challenges,
varying in complexity —-some easily solvable, while others require high-level decision-making
beyond the education system. Ultimately, 20 strategies for managing these challenges were
identified and analyzed.
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Abstract

The crises of the 21st century pose serious threats to individuals’ mental health, particularly
that of students, highlighting the urgent need for strategies to enhance their mental health
literacy. The present study aimed to examine the extent to which primary school science
textbooks address the components of mental health literacy. These textbooks were analyzed
using a directed qualitative content analysis approach. The content of the textbooks was
imported into MAXQDA software and coded both deductively and inductively, based on
an instrument consisting of four components of mental health literacy, i.e., (1) promoting
and maintaining mental health, (2) understanding common mental disorders, (3) reducing
stigma of mental illness, and (4) seeking and offering support. The statistical population and
sample were the same, with the unit of analysis being a single page. The findings indicated
that out of a total of 672 pages, 249 pages included content related to mental health literacy
components. Among the four components, "promoting and maintaining mental health"
appeared most frequently, with 186 occurrences (74.707). However, among its subcomponents,
some of them, i.e., "avoiding alcohol and tobacco use" and "understanding changes in brain
function" were entirely absent from all textbooks. The components "understanding common
mental disorders" and "reducing stigma of mental illness" were also not addressed in any of
the analyzed pages. Given the inherent connection between science education and health
topics, primary school science textbooks have the potential to contribute significantly to
students' mental health literacy. It is recommended that textbook writers collaborate with
mental health professionals to integrate these components into educational materials.
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Abstract

The aim of this research was to investigate the effect of positive thinking, relational trust,
motivation and goal setting on students' academic achievement. It was a quantitative
research with correlational design. The statistical population included all 1st and 2nd
cycle secondary school students of the 8th district of Tehran, all in all 12123 students.
Using the cluster random sampling method and based on Cochran's formula, the sample
size was estimated to be 375 students. However, to ensure sufficient questionnaire return
rates, finally 423 students completed the questionnaires. Data were collected using the
following instruments: positive thinking questionnaire of Ingram and Wisnicki (1988),
academic goal orientation questionnaire of Bouffard (1998), self-report scale of intrinsic
and extrinsic motivation of Harter (1980), relational trust questionnaire of Hoy (2004)
and average scores of students. The results of the path analysis showed that the proposed
model has a good fit according to goodness-of-fit indices. In terms of direct effects,
goal setting influenced academic motivation, relational trust affected both academic
motivation and positive thinking, positive thinking impacted goal setting and academic
motivation, and academic motivation has an effect on the academic achievement.
Also, regarding indirect effects, it can be said that 0.86 of the variance in academic
motivation can be predicted through the three variables of positive thinking, goal setting
and relational trust. Furthermore, 917/ of the variance in the academic achievement can
be predicted through the variables of academic motivation, positive thinking, goal setting
and relational trust. Based on the results, it was found that intra-school factors play an
important role in the dynamics of the school, and necessary planning should be done by
the school to implement these variables.
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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the dimensions and components influential on fostering creativity and
innovation among female 2nd cycle secondary school students in Tehran. In terms of purpose, the research
was applied, and in terms of methodology, it employed an exploratory mixed-methods design. The sources
of information included published academic articles and documents, as well as interviews with educational
experts and scholars. In the qualitative phase, purposive and judgmental sampling methods were employed,
semi-structured interviews were conducted with 23 participants, and the data were analyzed using grounded
theory method with the assistance of MAXQDA software. To ensure the study’s validity, member
checking was used, while reliability was assessed using inter-rater agreement, yielding a coefficient of
87/.. The research population for the qualitative phase of study included research documents and 23
educational experts and scholars selected through non-probability purposive judgmental sampling. In the
quantitative phase of study, the research population consisted of 400 individuals, including principals,
teachers, and alumni from female 2nd cycle secondary schools in Tehran, from which a sample size of 196
was determined according to Morgan's table and they were selected using cluster random sampling. Data
collection tools in the qualitative phase included semi-structured interviews, while the quantitative phase
utilized a researcher-made questionnaire. Interviews continued until theoretical saturation was achieved.
The reliability of the interviews was confirmed through retesting, and the content validity of the quantitative
questionnaire was verified by experts. Data analysis in the qualitative phase involved open, axial, and
selective coding based on the classical grounded theory technique (Glaser's emergent approach), while
confirmatory factor analysis was employed in the quantitative phase to validate the identified factors.
Findings revealed the identification of 102 factors under ten subcategories, which were further organized
into three main categories: individual factors, family factors, and factors related to the educational process.
Individual factors included components such as interest, perseverance, and students' capabilities; family
factors encompassed family culture and behavior; and factors related to the educational process included
the educational environment, teaching methods, educational content, creativity and innovation training,
and capabilities and competencies of teachers. In the quantitative phase, confirmatory factor analysis
led to the elimination of 8 out of the 102 identified factors, while the remaining factors were confirmed.
Therefore, it can be concluded that individual, family, and educational process-related factors are influential
in fostering creativity and innovation among students. Given the higher frequency of codes and the number
of subcategories associated with educational factors, controlling and improving the indicators of this factor
can have significant impact on enhancing students' creativity and innovation.
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