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B How much can teachers in your school do to produce meaningful student learning?

B How much can your school do to get students to believe they can do well in schoolwork?

B To what extent can teachers in your school make expectations clear about appropriate student behavior?
B To what extent can school personnel in your school establish rules and procedures that facilitate learning?
B How much can teachers in your school do to help student's master complex content?

B How much can teachers in your school do to promote deep understanding of academic concepts?

B How well can teachers in your school respond to defiant students?

B How much can school personnel in your school do to control disruptive behavior?

B How much can teachers in your school do to help students think critically?

B How well can adults in your school get students to follow school rules?

B How much can your school do to foster student creativity?

B How much can your school do to help students feel safe while they are at school?

e o

1. collective teacher efficacy 12. Tschannen-Moran & Barr
2. Alavi & McCormick 13. Holanda Ramos, Costa e Silva, Ramos Pontes,
3. Derrington & Angelle Fernandez & Furtado Nina
4. Goddard, Hoy & Woolfolk Hoy 14. Chong, Huan, Klassen, Wong & Kates
5. Bandura 15. Whiteoak
6. personal teacher efficacy 16. Gibson
7. Ware & Kitsantas 17. Ross, Hogaboam & Gray
8. neglected construct 18. Schechter
9. Klassen, Usher & Bong 19. Johar & Badrasawi
10. organizational agency 20. Ho & Hau
11.Stephanou, Gkavras & Doulkeridou
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Educational Innovations

Introducing APA style for authors and researchers

Maral Yaghmaeian, M. A. at Allameh Tabatabai University

Abstract

Reference to resources used in compilations and research reports validated
them and supports academic honesty of author. Using a standard method of
referencing in scientific literature is necessary to determine the correctness of
referencing to resources. There are different referencing methods, however, due
to widespread use of American Psychological Association (APA) style in social
sciences, in this paper a brief description of this style is introduced. At first in-text
citation and Kkey points in creating a reference list would be disscussed and then
using some examples, how to cite resource would be explained.

America Psychological Association (APA) Style, in-text citation,
creating a reference list.
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Phenomenological analysis of teaching methods and
its impact on the designation of architectural space of
classrooms

Ali Ghorbani, MA student of Philosophy of Education at Tarbiat Modares University '

Abstract

The proportion between classroom space and teaching methods plays an im-
portant role in conveying the content of courses by teacher. Creativity, think-
ing, exploring and the ability to conduct social relationships are of the most im-
portant concepts that can be taught to students through the teaching methods.
But primary studies of this research on adopted standards of Iran for designing
educational setting indicated that classrooms are designed for one method, they
are non — conforming to other methods such as exploring, group methods and
sporadic method. The purpose of this study was to provide an analysis of the
relationship between the architectural space of the classroom and the implemen-
tation capacities of teaching methods. It was a qualitative research with phe-
nomenology design. To do so, first, classroom space phenomenology and teach-
ing methods phenomenology should be studied, respectively to determine design
requirements. This analysis has been done using Schultz and Dehghani methods
that originated from Heidegger’s phenomenology in architecture, and “having
been” and “presence” are the main concepts for the analysis of methods. The
results showed that each model has its own requirements for classroom space
and finally mixed pattern spaces can be responsive to more teaching methods.

Keywords Classroom, Teaching Methods, Presence, Being — In, Space
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Dropout Explanation according to the views of teacher’s
council and its documents in Izeh city

Quarterly journal of

Moosa Piri (PhD), Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University'
Saeid Mahmoodi Bardzardi, PhD Candidate in Curriculum Studies at Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University?

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explain the dropout according to the views of
teachers’ council members and its documents in Izeh city. Given that dropout
imposes huge costs on educational system every year, it seems necessary to
give a comprehensive idea about this topic for those involved in education.
Statistical population consisted of minutes of teachers’ councils of all girls and
boys’ highschools and conservatories of Izeh city in 56 educational unit. The
research sample consisted of 25 minutes of teachers’ councils which were se-
lected through purposeful sampling method. Also, 6 teachers, administrators
and assistants were interviewed as key informants. After studying 19 minutes,
we got a theoretical saturation. We checked all minutes for sure. Results of
data analysis, in three stages of open coding, axial coding and selective cod-
ing consisted of 30 categores in paradigm model which included: causal con-
ditions, field conditions, intermediatory conditions, steratagic conditions and
consequences reflects teachers’ council view about dropout.

Teachers’ Council, Dropout, Secondary School Education,
Grounded Theory.

1. piri_moosa@yahoo.com 2. mahmoodisaeid@yahoo.com
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Student achievement through educational quality,
academic engagement, peer-assisted learning and
academic motivation: A two level study

Seyyede Mahrokh Mousavai (PhD), Islamic Azad University (Islamshar Branch)!
Alireza Kiamanesh (PhD), Islamic Azad University (Science and Research Branch)
Mahnaz Akhavan Tafti (PhD), Alzahra University

Abstract

The main objective of this study was to find the role of the student-level and
school-level on students’ academic achievement. Research population included
students, principals, vice-principals, and academic counselors of Tehran’s vo-
cational and technical schools in the academic year 1391-92. 10 regions from
5 Tehran’s educational districts and 2 schools from each region were selected,
with a total of 906 third-grade students from these schools and from 39 classes
using multi-stage cluster sampling. 59 school staffs from the same classes and
schools were also chosen to take part in this study. Standard AMS and MSLQ
questionnaires were used for academic motivation and academic engagement,
respectively, as well as researcher-made questionnaires for peer-assisted learn-
ing and quality of education. Reliability of the questionnaires were assessed us-
ing Cronbach's alpha coefficient, and their content and construct validity was
checked using exploratory factor analysis. Academic achievement was calculated
using the average of three scores including GPA (grade point average) of the
previous year, GPA of three core courses and GPA of practical courses. Data
was analyzed using descriptive statistics, correlation matrix, confirmatory fac-
tor analysis, structural equation modeling, and multi-level analysis. According to
the unconditional model for the school-level, the average academic achievement
of students in different schools was significantly different. For the school-level
model, 6.13% and 12.05% of the variance of the academic achievement were
originated from the student-level and school staff, respectively. In conclusion,
18.81% of the variance for academic achievement was related to the school-level.
Findings of the research showed the importance of school level factors -at higher
level- influencing other variables in predicting academic achievement.

Academic Engagement, Quality of Education, Peer-Assisted
Learning, Academic Motivation, Academic Achievement, Two
Level Analysis

1. mahmousavi81@yahoo.com
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Abstract

This study carried out to investigate internal consistency and factor validity
of Collective Teacher Efficacy Belief Scale developed by Tschannen-moran &
Barr (2004) among Gonabad's teachers. In this study, 290 primary school teach-
ers at Gonabad and its country were selected using stratified sampling method.
The scale's internal consistency was checked by Cronbach’s alpha method and
factor structure of the scale was investigated using exploratory principal axis
factor analysis. The results indicated that Cronbach’s alpha for scale is 0/92 and
all of items have high correlation with total items. Also, exploratory factor analy-
sis with principal axis indicated one component that explained 54/95% of the
variance. Findings emphasized that Collective Teacher Efficacy Belief Scale has
high internal consistency in Iran, similar to the developed countries, but likely
it has one-factor structure in Iran unlike two-factor structure obtained in these
countries. Findings indicated that Collective Teacher Efficacy Belief Scale is a
suitable instrument to assess collective self-efficacy of Iranian teachers in vari-
ous researches.

Collective Teacher Efficacy Belief Scale, Reliability, Validity,
Factor Structure.
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Abstract

Deconstruction is an approach which has been systematized by Derrida and
has been used in different areas. Based on this approach, each text has differ-
ent opposite poles, each one of these poles dominates the other poles and in this
manner the hierarchical relationship crystallizes. This approach has been used
in education and deconstruction can be used in the teacher-student relation-
ship to deconstruct it to make a balanced relation between them. The results
showed that the teacher is in the dominant and the student in the passive pole.
This relation can be redefined and the student can be transferred to the domi-
nant pole so that the way for fair and balanced relation could be opened. Pay-
ing attention to concepts such as helper, guide, simplifying learning by teacher,
teaching the way of learning things instead of teaching them, the learning of
teacher from the student and playing a more active role by the student in the
educational process indicate a balanced relation between teacher and student.

Ke words Derrida, Deconstruction, Education, Teacher, Student
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the amount of observance of the
intended principles of evaluation in Thought and Research (TAR) Course
curriculum at primary school sixth grade. It was an applied research with
survey and analytical-descriptive design. The research population of the ques-
tionnaire section included instructors, experts and teachers in Isfahan and
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari provinces. Due to the shortage of instructors
(40), all of them were selected as research sample. To select the teachers and
experts, random stratified sampling method was used and 286 teachers and
experts were chosen as research sample. In observational section of the study,
95 classes were observed and 180 instructors, experts and teachers were pur-
posefully interviewed using a semi-structured method. The data was collected
using questionnaire, interview, and observation. Both content and construct
validity of the research instruments were checked. Reliability of questionnaire
was checked using Cronbach’s alpha, reliability of observer was checked us-
ing observer reliability relating to criteria, and the reliability of the interview
was checked using the transcription of interviewee speech. Findings showed
that based on the viewpoint of teachers and experts, the intended principles
related to evaluation of Thought and Research (TAR) Course curriculum at
primary school sixth grade were applied at moderate level (X=3/34) , and
from the viewpoint of observers it was applied at a low level (X=2/58). Re-
sults show that attention to intended evaluating scientific principles like using
purpose-oriented,cooperative,and collective evaluation has been moderatly
observed instead of goal-oriented evaluation

Curriculum, Elements of Curriculum, Thinking and Research
Course, Evaluation of Curriculum
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine the effect of science myth buster
teaching method on critical thinking of students. In this study, quasi-exper-
imental design and unequal control group was used. Participants were con-
sisted of 60 middle school third grade students in Tehran (1392-93 academic
year). The students were selected by convenience sampling method and they
were randomly assigned to experimental and control groups. The experimen-
tal group examined scientific myths related to human and movement, adjust-
ment and communication and puberty and adolescence with group discussion
for 8 sessions. However, the control group received the current academic cur-
riculum. The results of analysis of covariance showed that science myth buster
teaching method increased the critical thinking of students in the experimen-
tal group. Other findings of the study indicated that % 70 of the development
of critical thinking of students comes from science myth buster method. The
results confirmed that science myth buster teaching method can be used as
learning activity in textbook development and also it could be used as a meth-
od in teaching science concepts in classroom.

Keywords Science Myth Buster, Critical Thinking, Science Education,
Learning Activities
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